Purpose: One of the m em bers of the tyrosine kinase receptor family is the protein product of the c-m et proto-oncogene, which is the receptor for hepatocyte growth factor (HGF). HGF is known as a potent mitogen and motogen for many kinds of carcinoma cells, and has been found to simulate the growth and progression of gastric cancer cells through HGF-receptors. In addition, the urokinase-type plasminogen activator (uPA) and receptor (uPAR) also play im portant roles in the invasion and m etastasis.
